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Van Doronts Mill )
Bernardsville, Somerset County, Wew Jersey

Owner: HNr, Willlam Childs

ate of Zrscition: 1842

o

Architect:
Builder: Ferdinand Van Doren
Precent Condition: Good
Mumber of Jtories: IPour
Yateriels of Construction: Foundatlon - stone
Zxterior walls - stone
Interior wslls - wnfinished
Reof - gambrel, wood
shingles
Hiatorical Datas
The prezent mill was built in 1842; 1t
renlaced sn sarilsr mill bullt in 1¥88, This sgrlier
1 stood at a dam with a seven foot fally it was of
frame construetion., Jrist wes ground st this mill to
feed Washington's army camped at Jockey Hollow in
1779,
Ferdinsnd Van Doren,when he decided to build

a new mill, wented a twenty foot fall of water so thet
he could trisnle hiz power. The foundetion for the new
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mill was dug by a tremp who recelved bed, board,
and tobacco for his services. He worked sll
winter and when spring came the ground was ready
to build the mill.

The miller cslled his neighbors to a
frolic and stones were hauled for building the
mill. The story told by the famlily states that
the mill was built in one year and that it cost
five thousand dollars. The master mason was paid
seventy-flve cents per day; the other masons
received f1fty cents per day.

The mill resumed operstions four years
ago sfter fifteen years of idleness following a
fire.
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